
Worthington Schools COVID Update



 LEARNING MODE DECISION MAKING GUIDE

Goal Learning Mode
Primary Factors and Thresholds for 
Reaching Goal Learning Mode

GREEN ZONE
Lower Risk of Transmission

Full In-Person

YELLOW ZONE
Moderate Risk of Transmission

Hybrid

RED ZONE
Higher Risk of Transmission

Full Remote

Cases/100,000 people in the last two 
weeks (Worthington City School District 
Attendance Zone) via COVID-19 
Analytics and Targeted Surveillance

<50 50-250 >250

5 Mitigation Strategies
● Consistent and correct use of 

masks
● Social distancing to 6 feet
● Hand hygiene
● Cleaning and disinfection
● Contact tracing

4 met 5 met N/A

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TcbNKecxvTMk8F4v5Em8fpdjGJUfsJVQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TcbNKecxvTMk8F4v5Em8fpdjGJUfsJVQ/view?usp=sharing


Secondary factors to be taken into consideration

● Student and Staff Absenteeism
● Effects of asymptomatic quarantine students/staff on district operations
● Percentage of PCR tests that are positive during the last 14 days
● State of Ohio County Warning levels (Yellow, Orange, Red and Purple) for Franklin and 

Delaware
● School clinic visits/1000 for COVID/Influenza-like symptoms (relative to historical trends)
● District level Student Achievement Data (high school, middle schools, elementary school
● Central OH data on rates of infection and positive testing for specific age groups
● Other specific building data may indicate the need for step down at a particular building 

(example, an outbreak in a specific building)
● Teacher, staff, administration, parent data/feedback
● Expert opinions of county or state level public health officials

The purpose of secondary factor analysis will be to assist and further guide decision 
making at each two-week interval.



New CDC Guidelines



COVID-19 Data 
Surveillance 

Reports

2/11/21

(CATS)

https://covid-19.myfcph.org/schools-childcare/k-12/#inperson-case-guidance-forms


COVID-19 Data 
Surveillance 

Reports

2/18/21

(CATS)

https://covid-19.myfcph.org/schools-childcare/k-12/#inperson-case-guidance-forms


Worthington Schools COVID-19 Dashboard



Vaccination Update

● Columbus Public Health is working with Worthington Schools to vaccinate our 
employees. 

● 1,150 Worthington staff members had received their first dose of the vaccine 
by Saturday, February 13th meaning that they should receive their second 
vaccine dose by March 6th and be fully protected around March 20th.

● Columbus Public Health has been a GREAT partner!



● Over the last few months we have seen that our concerns that schools could be places of high spread 
because they are congregate settings have not been realized in some communities.  (Large suburban 
districts such as Mason and Lakota in Cincinnati, Big Walnut in the OCC, Private schools such as 
Watterson,etc...)

● While community spread continues to be high as defined by the CDC, we see a significant decline in 
our CATS numbers week over week and schools have proven to be safe places with low infection 
rates. This finding supports the benefits of using multiple mitigation strategies including masks, social 
distancing, enhanced cleaning and sanitation practices, and hand washing as a means of preventing 
spread in schools.

● The addition of the opportunity to vaccinate staff is another mitigation strategy that provides protection.

● This additional strategy offers the opportunity to move all students back to school with all mitigation 
strategies still in place with a modification to the social distancing standard. 

Rationale for Moving to All-In Instruction



● All safety protocols will remain in place.

● We will work to maintain a minimum of 3 feet of social distancing in classroom settings and 6 feet 
during lunch times. (Ohio Schools COVID-19 Evaluation from January 29, 2021 supports 3 feet of 
distancing with masks in classrooms and on school buses.)

● Face masks must continue to be worn at all times.

● Practicing regular good hygiene-washing hands, hand sanitizer will continue.

● Quarantine guidelines remain unchanged (even if vaccination has occurred)
 

Guidelines Effective March 22

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/OSCE_evaluation.pdf


Ohio Department of Health Quarantine

● Identify close contacts

● Confirm face coverings and safety protocols were in place

● If a student is found to be within 3 feet of a person who tested positive with 
COVID-19 for more than 15 minutes, the students must quarantine from school 
and all other activities.  If a student is found to be between 3 feet and 6 feet of a 
person who tested positive with COVID-19 for more than 15 minutes while wearing 
masks, the student may attend school but must be quarantined for 10 days from 
after-school activities, including sports.  Finally, if a student is found to be more 
than 6 feet of a person who tested positive with COVID-19, the student does not 
need to be quarantined.



“I want to go back to school everyday, 
but maybe we could still have Fridays 

off?  I like having my Friday’s off!”
- Michal Scott, Worthington Hills



SUPERINTENDENT RECOMMENDATION

Recommend to move to All-In instruction on 
Monday, March 22nd (Fridays too!)

- Trent Bowers



QUESTIONS


